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A driving apparatus including an inverter unit for energizing
the coil by switching ON and OFF of the switching element,
an energization pattern determination unit for selecting a
plurality of energization patterns, each of which indicates a
direction of a current that flows through the coil, one by one
when driving of a motor is started, and energizing the coil by
switching ON and OFF of the switching element based on a
selected energization pattern at a duty ratio corresponding to
a value of a maximum current capable of being supplied by
the power supply apparatus, a current applied time measure-
ment unit for measuring an energization time, which is a time
until a value of the current flowing through the coil reaches a
predetermined target current value for each energization pat-
tern, and a rotor stop position estimation unit for estimating a
position at which the rotor stops.

8 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
DRIVING APPARATUS AND STOP POSITION
DETECTION METHOD

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

The present invention relates to a driving apparatus and a
stop position detection method.

This application claims priority to and the benefit of Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2011-124249, filed on Jun. 2,
2011, the disclosure of which are incorporated by reference
herein.

2. Description of Related Art

As a brushless motor in which a rotor has a permanent
magnet, there is a brushless motor in which driving control is
performed in position-sensorless without a position sensor
for detecting a position (angle) of the rotor. In this case, the
position of the rotor is detected from an edge interval of a
pulse signal obtained by inputting an induced voltage, which
appears at amotor terminal of an open section (non-energized
phase), and an equivalent neutral-point potential to a com-
parator. Incidentally, there is a possibility that a signal suffi-
cient for detecting the position of the rotor is not obtained
because the induced voltage is not generated or is very low
when the number of rotations is zero or very small such as
when driving of the brushless motor is started.

Therefore, when voltages are sequentially applied to coils
of'each phase, a stop position of the rotor is detected based on
a difference between rising times of currents flowing through
the coils of each phase (for example, Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2009-071926).

However, in technology disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Publication No. 2009-071926, there is a possi-
bility that a large current flows through the coil if magnetic
saturation occurs when the voltage is applied to coil of each
phase. In this case, there is a possibility that, due to a load on
a power supply apparatus such as a storage battery that sup-
plies power to the motor, the stability of the power supply
apparatus is impaired such as a voltage of power to be sup-
plied by the power supply apparatus is temporarily reduced.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
described circumstances, and an object of the invention is to
provide a driving apparatus and a stop position detection
method, which can reduce a load on a power supply apparatus
that supplies power to a motor in detection of a position of a
rotor when driving of a motor is started.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, a driv-
ing apparatus, which drives a motor by supplying power from
a power supply apparatus to a motor having a stator around
which a plurality of coils are wound and a rotor, including: an
inverter unit, having a switching element provided for each
coil, for energizing the coil by switching ON and OFF of the
switching element; an energization pattern determination unit
for selecting from a plurality of energization patterns one by
one, each of which indicates a direction of a current that flows
through the coil, when driving of the motor is started, and
energizing the coil by switching ON and OFF ofthe switching
element based on a selected energization pattern at a duty
ratio corresponding to a value of a maximum current capable
of being supplied by the power supply apparatus; a current
applied time measurement unit for measuring an energization
time, which is a time until a value of the current flowing
through the coil reaches a predetermined target current value
for each energization pattern; and a rotor stop position esti-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

mation unit for estimating a position at which the rotor stops
based on the energization time for each energization pattern
measured by the current applied time measurement unit.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, in
the driving apparatus according to the first aspect of the
present invention, the duty ratio is a ratio of the target current
value to the maximum current value of the power supply
apparatus.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, in the
driving apparatus according to the first or second aspect of the
present invention, the target current value is a value of a
current that flows when magnetically saturation is occurred at
the coil.

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, in the
driving apparatus according to any one of the first to third
aspects of the present invention, the energization pattern
determination unit designates a position corresponding to the
selected energization pattern as the position at which the rotor
stops when a time elapsed after energizing of the coil is
started using the selected energization pattern is equal to or
greater than a predetermined time.

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, a stop
position detection method for use in a driving apparatus,
which drives a motor by supplying power from a power
supply apparatus to the motor having a stator around which a
plurality of coils are wound and a rotor, and has an inverter
unit, having a switching element provided for each coil, for
energizing the coil by switching ON and OFF ofthe switching
element, including: an energizing step of selecting from a
plurality of energization patterns, each of which indicates a
direction of a current that flows through the coil, one by one
when driving of the motor is started, and energizing the coil
by switching ON and OFF of the switching element based on
aselected energization pattern at a duty ratio corresponding to
a value of a maximum current capable of being supplied by
the power supply apparatus; a current applied time measure-
ment step of measuring an energization time, which is a time
until a value of the current flowing through the coil reaches a
predetermined target current value for each energization pat-
tern; and a rotor stop position estimation step of estimating a
position at which the rotor stops based on the energization
time for each energization pattern measured in the current
applied time measurement step.

According to the above-described aspects of the present
invention, the energization pattern determination unit desig-
nates a duty ratio at which ON and OFF of each switching
element provided in the inverter unit are switched as the duty
ratio corresponding to the value of the maximum current
capable of being supplied by the power supply apparatus.
Thereby, when the position at which the rotor stops is
detected if driving of the motor is started, a load on a power
supply apparatus can be reduced to a fixed level or less, and
the stability of the power supply apparatus can be maintained.
As a result, it is possible to suppress a voltage of power
supplied by the power supply apparatus being temporarily
reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of a motor system according to the present embodi-
ment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration example of
an induced voltage interface (I/F) circuit 12 according to the
present embodiment.
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FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of con-
figurations of an inverter circuit, a current detection circuit,
and an overcurrent protection circuit according to the present
embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a start-up process when a
driving apparatus starts driving of a motor.

FIG. 5A is a schematic diagram illustrating one of six
energization patterns for a stop position determination.

FIG. 5B is a schematic diagram illustrating one of the six
energization patterns for the stop position determination.

FIG. 5C is a schematic diagram illustrating one of the six
energization patterns for the stop position determination.

FIG. 5D is a schematic diagram illustrating one of the six
energization patterns for the stop position determination.

FIG. 5E is a schematic diagram illustrating one of the six
energization patterns for the stop position determination.

FIG. 5F is a schematic diagram illustrating one of the six
energization patterns for the stop position determination.

FIG. 6 is a waveform diagram illustrating an example of
stop position detection according to this embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a stop position detection
process of step S104.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a free-run control process
of step S110.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a driving apparatus and a stop position detec-
tion method according to the present embodiment will be
described with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of a motor system according to the present embodi-
ment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the motor system includes a
brushless motor 1 and a driving apparatus 2 that controls
driving of the brushless motor 1.

The brushless motor 1 is a sensorless type motor in which
there is no sensor that detects a position of a rotor provided in
the brushless motor 1. The brushless motor 1 includes the
rotor having a permanent magnet and a stator. Coils U, V, and
W corresponding to three phases U, V, and W are sequentially
wound around the stator in a circumferential direction. The
coils U, V, and W of each phase have one ends connected to
the driving apparatus 2 via motor terminals and the other ends
connected to each other.

The driving apparatus 2 includes a control apparatus 11
having a microcomputer or the like, an induced voltage I/F
circuit 12, which detects voltages of the motor terminals
connected to the one ends of the coils U, V, and W correspond-
ing to the each phases of the brushless motor 1, an inverter
circuit 13, which is a driving circuit having switching ele-
ments to switch energizing of the coils U, V, and W, a power
supply apparatus 20, which supplies power to the brushless
motor 1 via the inverter circuit 13, a high (Hi)-side pre-driver
37A and a low (Lo)-side pre-driver 37B provided between the
control apparatus 11 and the inverter circuit 13, a current
detection circuit 38, which detects a current that flows
through the inverter circuit 13, and an overcurrent protection
circuit 39.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration example of
the induced voltage I/F circuit 12 according to the present
embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the induced voltage I/F
circuit 12 includes low-pass filter circuits 15A,15B, and 15C,
each of which includes a voltage dividing circuit (resistors
R11 and R12), which receives an induced voltage signal
representing a voltage of the motor terminal corresponding to
each phase and divides the received induced voltage signal,
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4

and a primary capacitor-resistor (CR) filter (the resistor R11
and a capacitor C11), which removes noise of a pulse width
modulation (PWM) signal; a circuit 16, which detects an
equivalent neutral-point potential; comparators 17A, 17B,
and 17C, each of which generates a pulse signal from the
equivalent neutral-point potential and a signal indicating an
induced voltage that appears in a non-energized phase (open
section); and low-pass filter circuits (primary CR filters) 18A,
18B, and 18C, each of which cuts a chattering component
from an output of each of the comparators 17A to 17C.

Here, in the circuit 16 that detects the equivalent neutral-
point potential, for example, for the U phase, a two-phase
comparison method is adopted to detect the equivalent neu-
tral-point potential from motor-terminal voltages of the V and
W phases.

According to the above-described method, an approxi-
mately flat voltage is obtained as the equivalent neutral-point
potential. A three-phase comparison method may be adopted
to obtain the equivalent neutral-point potential using signals
of all three phases U, V, and W.

Inthis case, the equivalent neutral-point potential becomes
an approximately triangular wave centered on half a power
supply voltage.

Each of the comparators 17A to 17C generates a pulse
signal for outputting a low-level signal when an analog signal
of an induced voltage is higher than the equivalent neutral-
point potential, and generates a pulse signal for outputting a
high-level signal when the analog signal of the induced volt-
age is lower than the equivalent neutral-point potential. In
each of the comparators 17A to 17C, pulse signal of resolu-
tion of an electrical angle of 120 degrees is generated. These
signals are input to the control apparatus 11 via the LPF
circuits 18A to 18C.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of con-
figurations of the inverter circuit 13, the current detection
circuit 38, and the overcurrent protection circuit 39 according
to the present embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the
inverter circuit 13 has six switching elements 40UH, 40UL,
40VH, 40VL, 40WH, and 40WL. The switching elements
40UH and 40UL connected in series, the switching elements
40VH and 40VL connected in series, and the switching ele-
ments 40 WH and 40WL connected in series are connected in
parallel between a positive terminal and a negative terminal in
the power supply apparatus 20. In addition, a connection
point of the switching elements 40UH and 40UL is connected
to one end of the coil U. A connection point of the switching
elements 40VH and 40VL is connected to one end of the coil
V. A connection point of the switching elements 40WH and
40WL is connected to one end of the coil W.

In addition, the inverter circuit 13 converts a direct current
voltage supplied from the power supply apparatus 20 into an
alternating current voltage based on a PWM signal (driving
signal) input from the control apparatus 11 via the Hi-side
pre-driver 37A and the Lo-side pre-driver 37B, and applies
the alternating current voltage to the coils U, V, and W of the
brushless motor 1.

The switching elements 40UH to 40WL provided in the
inverter circuit 13 have a configuration in which, for example,
field effect transistors (FETs) or insulated gate bipolar tran-
sistors (IGBTs) or the like, and reflux diodes are connected in
parallel.

A shunt resistor 13A is provided between the inverter cir-
cuit 13 and a ground level (ground potential). By using the
shunt resistor 13A, it is possible to detect a current flowing
through the inverter circuit 13, that is, a current input to the
brushless motor 1, using the current detection circuit 38.
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In addition, a shunt resistor 13B is provided between the
inverter circuit 13 and the power supply apparatus 20. The
current detection circuit 38 may detect a current input to the
brushless motor 1 based on a potential of a high potential side
of'the shunt resistor 13 A. The current detection circuit 38 may
detect the current input to the brushless motor 1 based on a
potential of a low potential side of the shunt resistor 13B.

The current detection circuit 38 is a current comparison
means having a comparator. The current detection circuit 38
determines whether or not a current flowing through the
inverter circuit 13 is equal to or greater than a predetermined
target voltage, and outputs a signal corresponding to the
determination result. In the current detection circuit 38, the
target voltage is input to an input terminal of a positive side of
the comparator, and a voltage of the shunt resistor 13A is
input to a terminal of a negative side. That is, if a voltage
generated by a current flowing through the shunt resistor 13A
reaches the target voltage, the above-described comparator
outputs a current detection signal indicating that the current
flowing through the inverter circuit 13 is equal to or greater
than a target current value as an output of the current detection
circuit 38. The output of the current detection circuit 38 is
output to the control apparatus 11 and the overcurrent protec-
tion circuit 39.

Here, the target voltage is a voltage predetermined accord-
ing to the target current value. The target voltage is a voltage
applied to both ends of the shunt resistor 13 A when a current
of the target current value flows through the shunt resistor
13A.

The target current value is a value of a current that flows
when magnetic saturation is caused by two coils when the two
coils of the phase coils U, V, and W of the brushless motor 1
are selected and energized.

The overcurrent protection circuit 39 is configured, for
example, using a diode. When the current detection circuit 38
detects that a current flowing through the inverter circuit 13 is
equal to or greater than the target current value, the current
flows through the diode of the overcurrent protection circuit
39 and a PWM signal, which is output from the PWM duty
output unit 28 provided in the control apparatus 11 to the
Hi-side pre-driver 37A has a low level (for example, a ground
potential). Thereby, when a current that is equal to or greater
than the target current value flows to the brushless motor 1
through the inverter circuit 13, the overcurrent protection
circuit 39 prevents the switching elements 40UH, 40VH, and
40WH of the high potential sides from being turned on.

The control apparatus 11 will be described with reference
back to FIG. 1

The control apparatus 11 has an excitation switching tim-
ing calculation unit 22, a mode selection unit 40, an energi-
zation pattern determination unit 26, an excitation signal out-
putunit 27, the above-described PWM duty output unit 28, an
overcurrent protection unit 32, a current applied time mea-
surement unit 29, a rotor stop position estimation unit 31, and
an overcurrent flag set unit 41. The control apparatus 11 may
be configured by a central processing unit (CPU), a memory
and the like.

The energization pattern determination unit 26 determines
an energization pattern for each of the coils U, V, and W
provided in the brushless motor 1, and outputs a signal indi-
cating the determined energization pattern to the excitation
signal output unit 27 and the PWM duty output unit 28. The
energization pattern determination unit 26 has a stop position
detectionmode 26 A, a pull-in excitation mode 26B, a start-up
excitation mode 26C, a free-run control mode 26D, a steady
excitation mode 26E, a brake stop mode 26F, and a stop mode
26G.
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The excitation switching timing calculation unit 22 gener-
ates a pulse signal having resolution of an electrical angle of
60 degrees from a pulse signal having resolution of an elec-
trical angle of 120 degrees, which is a pulse signal input from
the induced voltage I/F circuit 12, so as to calculate an exci-
tation phase according to an induced voltage edge, thereby
detecting a position of the rotor.

Inaddition, the excitation switching timing calculation unit
22 calculates a rotation speed of the rotor based on a time
change in the position of the rotor, and calculates a timing at
which the energization pattern is switched according to the
calculated rotation speed. The excitation switching timing
calculation unit 22 outputs a timing signal indicating the
calculated timing to the energization pattern determination
unit 26 and the mode selection unit 40.

The mode selection unit 40 determines a rotation direction
according to whether or not a timing signal is input from the
excitation switching timing calculation unit 22, and selects a
mode ofthe energization pattern determination unit 26. When
no timing signal is input, the mode selection unit 40 outputs a
mode command signal indicating that the brake stop mode
26F is selected to the energization pattern determination unit
26. When the timing signal is input, the mode selection unit
40 outputs a mode command signal indicating that one of the
stop position detection mode 26 A, the pull-in excitation mode
26B, the start-up excitation mode 26C, the free-run control
mode 26D, the steady excitation mode 26E, and the stop
mode 26G is selected to the energization pattern determina-
tion unit 26.

If a rotation speed command signal begins to be input, the
stop position detection mode 26 A causes the excitation signal
output unit 27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an
operation of causing the excitation signal output unit 27 to
output a PWM signal for detecting a stop position of the rotor
provided in the brushless motor 1.

Based on the stop position of the rotor detected in control
by the stop position detection mode 26A, the pull-in excita-
tion mode 26B causes the excitation signal output unit 27 and
the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an operation of
outputting a PWM signal corresponding to an energization
pattern, which pulls the rotor to the stop position.

The start-up excitation mode 26C causes the excitation
signal output unit 27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to
control an operation of determining an energization pattern
corresponding to the pull-in position of the rotor in control by
the pull-in excitation mode 26B and outputting a PWM signal
corresponding to the determined energization pattern.

The free-run control mode 26D causes the excitation signal
output unit 27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an
operation of freely running the brushless motor 1 after ener-
gizing by the start-up excitation mode 26C. At this time, the
excitation switching timing calculation unit 22 detects the
position of the rotor.

Inthe steady excitation mode 26F, the energization pattern
corresponding to the position of the rotor is determined based
on an excitation switching timing calculated by the excitation
switching timing calculation unit 22 when the brushless
motor 1 rotates (freely runs) according to the free-run control
mode 26D. In addition, the steady excitation mode 26E
causes the excitation signal output unit 27 and the PWM duty
output unit 28 to control an operation of outputting a PWM
signal corresponding to the determined energization pattern.

The brake stop mode 26F causes the excitation signal out-
put unit 27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an
application to the brushless motor 1 at a duty ratio predeter-
mined to be low to an extent to which overcurrent does not
occur for a fixed time with respect to two predetermined coils
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among the coils U, V, and W. According to this control, the
rotation is stopped by pulling the rotor to a predetermined
position.

Alternatively, the brake stop mode 26F causes the rotor to
be stopped by turning on the switching elements 40UL,
40VL, and 40WL provided in the inverter circuit 13 and
setting one ends of the coils U, V, and W as the ground
potential.

The stop mode 26G causes the excitation signal output unit
27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an operation
of turning-off energizing for each of coils U, V, and W of all
the phase.

The excitation signal output unit 27 outputs a signal for
applying an excitation current to each coil of the brushless
motor 1 to the Hi-side pre-driver 37A and the Lo-side pre-
driver 37B according to control by the energization pattern
determination unit 26.

Based on the rotation speed command signal and the signal
output from the energization pattern determination unit 26,
the PWM duty output unit 28 determines an energizing ratio
(duty ratio) per unit time, and outputs a signal indicating the
determined energizing ratio to the Hi-speed pre-driver 37A.

The Hi-side pre-driver 37A generates a signal for switch-
ing ON and OFF of the switching elements 40UH, 40VH, and
40WH of the high potential sides corresponding to an ener-
gization pattern of a duty ratio determined by the PWM duty
output unit 28, which is an energization pattern selected by
the energization pattern determination unit 26, and outputs
the generated signal to the inverter circuit 13. The Lo-side
pre-driver 37B generates a signal for switching ON and OFF
of'the switching elements 40UL, 40VL, and 40WL of the low
potential sides, and outputs the generated signal to the
inverter circuit 13. If a value of a current flowing through the
inverter circuit 13 reaches a target current value and a signal
input from the PWM duty output unit 28 has a low level, the
Hi-side pre-driver 37A turns off the switching elements
40UH, 40VL, and 40WL provided in the inverted circuit 13.

The current applied time measurement unit 29 is connected
to the stop position detection mode 32A provided in the
overcurrent protection unit 32, the stop position detection
mode 26A provided in the energization pattern determination
unit 26, and the rotor stop position estimation unit 31. The
current applied time measuring unit 29 includes a storage unit
29A and a counter 29B. The storage unit 29A stores a count
value measured by the counter 29B. The counter 29B starts a
count operation by receiving a command from the stop posi-
tion detection mode 26 A. In addition, the counter 29B causes
the storage unit 29A to store the count value if a current
detection signal is input from the current detection circuit 38
via the stop position detection mode 32A. In addition, the
counter 29B resets the count value after a predetermined time
has elapsed, and also outputs a signal indicating that the count
value has been reset to the stop position detection mode 26A.

Based on the count value stored in the storage unit 29A of
the current applied time measurement unit 29, the rotor stop
position estimation unit 31 estimates the position of the rotor
when the rotor stops or when the rotor rotates at a low speed.

The overcurrent protection unit 32 controls an operation of
preventing a current of the target current value or more from
flowing through the brushless motor 1 based on the current
detection signal input from the current detection circuit 38. In
addition, the overcurrent protection unit 32 has a stop position
detection mode 32A and an overcurrent detection mode 32B.
When the stop position detection mode 26A is selected in the
energization pattern determination unit 26, the stop position
detection mode 32 A is selected. In the stop position detection
mode 32A, a signal indicating whether or not a phase current
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flowing through the coil has reached the target current value
is output to the current applied time measurement unit 29 in
energizing using the energization patterns #1 to #6. The over-
current detection mode 32B is selected when the steady exci-
tation mode 26F is selected in the energization pattern deter-
mination unit 26. In the overcurrent detection mode 32B,
when the current detection signal is input, a value indicating
an ON state is set in the overcurrent flag set unit 41.

Next, a motion of the driving apparatus 2 will be described.

FIG. 4is a flowchart illustrating a start-up process when the
driving apparatus 2 starts driving of the motor. This start-up
process is executed as an interrupt process for a scheduled
time.

The mode selection unit 40 determines whether or not a
value indicating the ON state is set in the overcurrent flag set
unit41 and the state is the ON state in which the rotation speed
command signal is input (step S101). When each is in the ON
state (step S101: YES), the mode selection unit 40 causes the
energization pattern determination unit 26 to select the stop
mode 26G (step S102). At this time, the PWM duty output
unit 28 sets a PWM duty ratio to 0%. The control apparatus 11
then ends the start-up process.

When the overcurrent flag set unit 41 is in the OFF state in
step S101, or when the rotation command signal is in the OFF
state (step S101: NO), the mode selection unit 40 determines
whether or not the overcurrent flag set unit 41 is in the OFF
state, the rotation speed command signal is in the ON state,
and the mode is the stop position detection mode in which a
stop position detection process is not completed (step S103).
In the case of the stop position detection mode (step S103:
YES), the mode selection unit 40 causes the energization
pattern determination unit 26 to select the stop position detec-
tion mode 26 A, thereby executing the stop position detection
process (step S104). The control apparatus 11 then ends the
start-up process.

When the mode is not the stop position detection mode in
step S103, that is, when the stop position detection process is
completed (step S103: NO), the mode selection unit 40 deter-
mines whether or not the pull-in process is completed (step
S105). When the pull-in excitation process is not completed
(step S105: YES), the mode selection unit 40 causes the
energization pattern determination unit 26 to select the pull-in
excitation mode 26B, thereby executing the pull-in process
(step S106). The control apparatus 11 then ends the start-up
process.

When the pull-in process is completed in step S105 (step
S105: NO), the mode selection unit 40 determines whether or
not a start-up excitation process is completed (step S107).
When the start-up excitation process is not completed (step
S107: YES), the mode selection unit 40 causes the energiza-
tion pattern determination unit 26 to select the start-up exci-
tation mode 26C, thereby executing the start-up excitation
process (step S108). The control apparatus 11 then ends the
start-up process.

When the start-up excitation process is completed in step
S107 (step S107: NO), the mode selection unit 40 determines
whether or not a free-run control process is completed (step
S109). When the free-run control process is not completed
(step S109: YES), the mode selection unit 40 causes the
energization pattern determination unit 26 to select the free-
run control mode 26D, thereby executing the free-run control
process (step S110). The control apparatus 11 then ends the
start-up process.

When the free-run control process is completed in step
S109 (step S109: NO), the mode selection unit 40 determines
whether or not the state is a steady excitation state in which a
position of the rotor can be detected based on an induced
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voltage signal (step S111). In the case of the steady excitation
state (step S111: YES), the mode selection unit 40 causes the
energization pattern determination unit 26 to select the steady
excitation mode 26E, thereby executing the steady excitation
process (step S112).

Here, a determination of whether or not the position of the
rotor can be detected based on the induced voltage signal is
made according to whether or not the excitation switching
timing calculation unit 22 has detected the position of the
rotor for a predetermined number of times in a row. For
example, the state is determined to be the steady excitation
state when the excitation switching timing calculation unit 22
can continuously detect the position of the rotor for fourth
times in a row.

When the state is not the steady excitation state in step
S111 (step S111: NO), the mode selection unit 40 causes the
energization pattern determination unit 26 to select the brake
stop mode 26F, thereby executing a brake stop process (step
S113). At this time, the mode selection unit 40 performs the
stop position detection process again after information indi-
cating whether or not each process has been completed is
reset and the brake stop process is completed.

Here, in the stop position detection process (step S104), the
stop position is determined in consideration of the fact that the
magnetic permeability of a core of a magnet increases and
hence inductance decreases when a direction of magnetic flux
generated by the coil is the same as a direction of magnetic
flux of the magnet. Hereinafter, the principle when the ener-
gization pattern is determined in the stop position detection
process will be described.

When driving of the brushless motor 1 in the stop state is
started (started up), the rotation speed command signal is
input from an outside to the control apparatus 11. This rota-
tion speed command signal is, for example, a signal in which
the rotation speed varies from zero to a certain rotation speed
step by step. Thereby, the mode selection unit 40 causes the
energization pattern determination unit 26 to select the stop
position detection mode 26A.

The stop position detection mode 26A of the energization
pattern determination unit 26 outputs a command to the exci-
tation signal output unit 27 so that six predetermined energi-
zation patterns for the stop position determination is contin-
ued only for a time for which the rotor does not rotate. The
time for which the rotor does notrotate, although it may differ
according to the inertia of the brushless motor 1, is, for
example, between several microseconds and several millisec-
onds. This energization time is counted by the counter 29B of
the current applied time measurement unit 29. The excitation
signal output unit 27 outputs a PWM signal corresponding to
an energization pattern to the inverter circuit 13. ON and OFF
are switched in correspondence with the PWM signal, and the
switching elements 40UH to 40WL perform energizing for
coils of two phases among the coils of three phases.

At this time, the stop position detection mode 26A uses a
predetermined duty ratio as a duty ratio of a PWM signal. This
duty ratio is defined based on a maximum current value
indicating a value of a current capable of being stably sup-
plied by the power supply apparatus 20 and a value of a
magnetic saturation current, which is a current that flows
when magnetic saturation occurs in the brushless motor 1.
Specifically, a duty ratio satisfying the following Expression
(1) is used.

(Magnetic Saturation Current Value)=((Maximum
Current Value)/(Duty Ratio))

Here, 0<(Duty Ratio)=1.
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FIGS. 5A to 5F are schematic diagrams illustrating the
above-described six energization patterns for the stop posi-
tion determination. As illustrated in FIGS. 5A to 5F, these
energization patterns #1 to #6 are patterns in which the brush-
less motor 1 can be driven.

In the energization pattern #1, a current flows from the
U-phase coil U to the V-phase coil V. North (N)-pole magne-
tization is made in the U phase and south (S)-pole magneti-
zation is made in the V phase.

In the energization pattern #2, a current flows from the
U-phase coil U to the W-phase coil W. N-pole magnetization
is made in the U phase and S-pole magnetization is made in
the W phase.

In the energization pattern #3, a current flows from the V
phase to the W phase. N-pole magnetization is made in the V
phase and S-pole magnetization is made in the W phase.

In the energization pattern #4, a current flows from the V
phase to the U phase. N-pole magnetization is made in the V
phase and S-pole magnetization is made in the U phase.

In the energization pattern #5, a current flows from the W
phase to the U phase. N-pole magnetization is made in the W
phase and S-pole magnetization is made in the U phase.

In the energization pattern #6, a current flows from the W
phase to the V phase. N-pole magnetization is made in the W
phase and S-pole magnetization is made in the V phase.

FIG. 6 is a waveform diagram illustrating an example of
stop position detection according to the present embodiment.
As illustrated in FIG. 6, the stop position detection mode 26 A
is performed by sequentially performing energizing corre-
sponding to the energization patterns #1 to #6 in a rotor stop
position detection process.

For example, in the energization pattern #1, energizing
from the U phase to the V phase is performed, and then a
regeneration period is provided. That is, a PWM signal having
a duty ratio that satisfies Expression (1) is input to the switch-
ing element 40UH and the switching element 40VL, the coil
U is subjected to N-pole magnetization, and the coil V is
subjected to S-pole magnetization. At this time, a current
flows from the coil U to the coil V and then, a current,
according to current flows from the coil U to the coil V, flows
through the shunt resistor 13A. A current that flows through
the shunt resistor 13 A is a phase current applied to the brush-
less motor 1 through the power supply apparatus 20, and
increases gradually along with the passage of time.

Ifthe phase current reaches a predetermined target current
value, the transition to a regeneration period is taken by
ending an energizing section. At this time, if a voltage
between both ends of the shunt resistor 13A is equal to or
greater than a target voltage, the current detection circuit 38
that monitors a voltage value of the shunt resistor 13 A outputs
a low-level signal as a current detection signal. Because a
voltage corresponding to the target current value is set for the
target voltage as described above, the phase current flowing
through the brushless motor 1 is equal to or greater than the
target current value if the voltage between both of the ends of
the shunt resistor 13A is equal to or greater than the target
voltage. If the current detection signal has the low level, the
PWM signal has the low level through the overcurrent pro-
tection circuit 39 and the switching elements 40UH, 40VH,
and 40WH are turned off (hardware limit).

Further, at the same time, the control apparatus 11 ends
energizing of the energization pattern #1 by executing an
interrupt process when detecting a falling edge of the current
detection signal (software limit). Thereby, a current flowing
through the brushless motor 1 becomes zero. Because the
occurrence of the software limit is delayed, the current is
quickly set to zero in combination with the hardware limit.
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The stop position detection mode 26A of the energization
pattern determination unit 26 causes the overcurrent protec-
tion unit 32 to select the stop position detection mode 32A. In
addition, if the stop position detection mode 26A causes
energizing of each coil to be started, the stop position detec-
tion mode 32A causes the counter 29B of the current applied
time measurement unit 29 to start a count-up operation.
Thereafter, if the current detection signal is input from the
current detection circuit 38 to the counter 29B via the stop
position detection mode 32A of the overcurrent protection
unit 32, the counter 29B causes the count value to be stored as
an energization time T1 corresponding to the energization
pattern #1 (FIG. 5A) at that time.

In order to set a current flowing through the brushless
motor 1 to zero, all FETs of the inverter circuit 13 are turned
off. At this time, because power accumulated in the coil
becomes a regeneration current, which flows through a circuit
returning to the coil via a body diode of the FET, the power
supply apparatus 20, and the shunt resistor 13 A, the current
becomes negative. The restoration current becomes zero with
the passage of time as illustrated in a current waveform of the
shunt resistor 13A.

The stop position detection mode 26A of the energization
pattern determination unit 26 outputs a command signal for
energizing of the energization pattern #2, if the stop position
detection mode 26 A of the energization pattern determination
unit 26 receives a signal from the counter 29B when a prede-
termined time has elapsed after a command signal for ener-
gizing of the energization pattern #1 has been output. The
predetermined time is set to a sufficient value as a time
required until a regeneration current flowing through the
brushless motor 1 becomes zero after the phase current has
reached the target current value. In the counter 29B, a count
value corresponding to the predetermined time is set as a
threshold value for clearing the count value. Thus, a value of
the counter 29B is reset at a timing at which the energization
pattern is switched.

The predetermined time is set to a sufficient value as the
time required until the regeneration current flowing through
the brushless motor 1 becomes zero after the phase current
has reached the target current value. When the time until the
target current value is reached is measured (as the measure-
ment result of the storage unit 29A) after a current is applied
to the brushless motor 1, the predetermined time may be the
same as the measured time. In this case, every time the storage
unit 29A stores an energization time, a count value corre-
sponding to a time until the counter 29B is reset is passed to
the counter 29B. That is, a predetermined time signal may be
transmitted from the storage unit 29A to the counter 29B.

Thereafter, likewise, energizing corresponding to the ener-
gization patterns #2 to #6 is performed in the stop position
detection mode 26 A of the energization pattern determination
unit 26. At this time, the current applied time measurement
unit 29 measures energization times T2 to T6 (count values)
corresponding to each of the energization patterns, and stores
the measured energization times T2 to T6.

Here, the count value stored in the storage unit 29A varies
with a rotor stop position.

In an energization pattern corresponding to the rotor stop
position, a magnetic flux most easily flows and the time until
the target current value is reached is shortened. In an example
illustrated in FIG. 6, the count value of the energization pat-
tern #3 is largest, the count values of the energization patterns
#2 and #4 adjacent to the energization pattern #3 are second
largest, and the count value of the energization pattern #6 is
smallest. Therefore, the rotor stops in a position correspond-
ing to the energization pattern #6.
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According to the above-described characteristics, in the
control apparatus 11, the rotor stop position estimation unit
31 compares the energization times T1 to T6 stored in the
storage unit 29A of the current applied time measurement
unit 29, selects an energization pattern corresponding to a
smallest energization time among the energization times T1
to T6, and estimates that the rotor stops in a position corre-
sponding to the selected energization pattern.

In the start-up excitation mode 26C of the energization
pattern determination unit 26 executed after the rotor stop
position has been estimated, an energization pattern having a
phase advanced 120 degrees in a rotation direction from the
energization pattern having the smallest energization time
among six types of energization times is selected as an ener-
gization pattern on start-up.

Hereinafter, the processes of step S104, S106, S018, S110,
and S112 will be specifically described.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the stop position detection
process of step S104.

The stop position detection mode 26A of the energization
pattern determination unit 26 causes the overcurrent protec-
tion unit 32 to select the stop position detection mode 32A
(step S121), and substitutes “1” for a variable n (step S122).
The stop position detection mode 26A causes the excitation
signal output unit 27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to
control an operation of energizing the brushless motor 1 in the
energization pattern #n (step S123). At this time, the counter
29B of the current applied time measurement unit 29 starts a
count operation.

The stop position detection mode 26 A determines whether
or not the count value (energization time) of the counter 29B
is equal to or greater than a threshold time (step S124). When
the count value is greater than or equal to the threshold time
(step S124: YES), the stop position detection mode 26 A des-
ignates a position corresponding to the current energization
pattern #n as a stop position of the rotor (step S129), and the
stop position detection process ends.

When the count value is equal to or greater than the thresh-
old time in step S124 (step S124: NO), the stop position
detection mode 26A determines whether or not a phase cur-
rent flowing through a coil of the brushless motor 1 is equal to
or greater than a target current value (step S125). When the
phase current is not equal to or greater than the target current
value (step S125: NO), the stop position detection mode 26 A
returns to the process of step S124.

On the other hand, when the phase current is equal to or
greater than the target current value (step S125: YES), the
counter 29B causes the storage unit 29A to store an energi-
zation time Tn corresponding to an energization pattern #n
(step S126). If the energization time Tn corresponding to the
energization pattern #n is stored in the storage unit 29A, the
stop position detection mode 26A increases a value of the
variable nis by “1” (step S127). In the stop position detection
mode 26A, the process from step S123 to step S127 is
repeated until the variable n is greater than “7.”

Ifthe above-described process from step S123 to step S127
is repeated six times, that is, if the energization times T1 to T6
are measured, the stop position detection mode 26A desig-
nates a position estimated by the rotor stop position estima-
tion unit 31 as a stop position of the rotor (step S128), and the
stop position detection process ends.

In the pull-in process of step S106, the pull-in excitation
mode 26B causes the excitation signal output unit 27 and the
PWM duty output unit 28 to control an operation of output-
ting a PWM signal corresponding to an energization pattern
corresponding to the stop position of the rotor detected by the
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stop position detection mode 26A. Thereby, the rotor is pulled
to the position detected by the stop position detection mode
26A.

In the start-up excitation process of step S108, the start-up
excitation mode 26C selects an energization pattern in which
a maximum torque is generated for the stop position of the
rotor detected by the stop position detection mode 26A, and
causes the excitation signal output unit 27 to output a signal
corresponding to the above-described energization pattern.
At this time, the start-up excitation mode 26C causes the
excitation signal output unit 27 to output a signal correspond-
ing to a selected energization pattern during a predetermined
initial energization time Ts1.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the free-run control pro-
cess of step S110.

The free-run control mode 26D of the energization pattern
determination unit 26 causes the excitation signal output unit
27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an operation
of outputting a signal corresponding to an energization pat-
tern for turning off energizing of the coils U, V, and W of each
phases as an energization pattern corresponding to the free-
run (step S141).

According to a torque applied to the rotor in the start-up
excitation process, the excitation switching timing calcula-
tion unit 22 detects a position of the rotor from an induced
voltage generated while the rotor runs freely with inertia (step
S142).

The excitation switching timing calculation unit 22 deter-
mines whether or not the number of detections of the position
of the rotor has reached the predetermined number of times
(step S143). When the number of detections has reached the
predetermined number of times (step S143: YES), the exci-
tation switching timing calculation unit 22 causes the energi-
zation pattern determination unit 26 to select the steady exci-
tation mode 26E and execute the energization pattern
determination unit 26 to perform sensorless driving (a steady
excitation process) by the induced voltage (step S144).

On the other hand, when the number of detections has not
reached the predetermined number of times (step S143: NO),
the excitation switching timing calculation unit 22 deter-
mines whether or not a predetermined time has elapsed from
a free-run start (step S145). The excitation switching timing
calculation unit 22 repeats the process from step S142 to step
S145 until the predetermined time has elapsed.

When the predetermined time has elapsed (step S145:
YES), the excitation switching timing calculation unit 22
causes the energization pattern determination unit 26 to select
the brake stop mode 26F and perform brake energizing (step
S146).

In the steady excitation process of step S112, the energi-
zation pattern is switched in the order in which the rotor of the
brushless motor 1 rotates in a predetermined rotation direc-
tion according to a timing at which an excitation pattern is
switched calculated by the excitation switching timing calcu-
lation unit 22 in the steady excitation mode 26E. Thereby, the
control apparatus 11 performs sensorless driving for the
brushless motor 1.

In the brake stop process of step S113, a switch is switched
to a pattern in which the rotor stops for each switching ele-
ment of the inverter circuit 13, and the above-described pat-
tern is maintained until a predetermined fixed time has
elapsed in the brake stop mode 26F. Here, when a time
required until the rotor of the brushless motor 1 stops is
pre-measured, the fixed time is defined based on the measure-
ment result.

In the driving apparatus 2 according to the present embodi-
ment, in detection of a position at which the rotor stops, the
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energization pattern determination unit 26 provided in the
control apparatus 11 causes the excitation signal output unit
27 and the PWM duty output unit 28 to control an operation
of sequentially performing energizing corresponding to each
energization pattern. At this time, a duty ratio at which ON
and OFF of each switching element of the inverter circuit 13
are switched corresponds to a value of a maximum current
capable of being supplied by the power supply apparatus 20.
Specifically, the duty ratio is defined to satisfy Expression (1).

Thereby, when a position at which the rotor stops is
detected if driving of the motor is started, a load on the power
supply apparatus 20 can be reduced to a fixed level or less, and
stability of the power supply apparatus 20 can be maintained.
As a result, it is possible to prevent a voltage of power sup-
plied by the power supply apparatus 20 from being tempo-
rarily reduced. In addition, if the power supply apparatus 20
supplies power to other equipment, an influence on the other
equipment can be suppressed when driving of the brushless
motor 1 is started.

In addition, in the driving apparatus 2 in the present
embodiment, when the position at which the rotor stops is
detected the energization pattern determination unit 26 pro-
vided in the control apparatus 11 designates a position corre-
sponding to the energization pattern as the position at which
the rotor stops if a threshold time or more has elapsed until a
value of a phase current flowing through the coil reaches a
target current value in energizing using each energization
pattern (step S129 in FIG. 7). This is because the current value
may not reach the target current value in a state in which
magnetic saturation does not occur due to movement of the
rotor when the current value of the phase current flowing
through the coil within the threshold time from the start of
energizing does not reach the target current value. In this case,
it is possible to reliably determine the position of the rotor by
performing the pull-in process using a position corresponding
to an energization pattern used for energizing as the position
of the rotor because the rotor moves.

Thereby, it is possible to shorten a time required for the stop
position detection process and also estimate a position at
which the rotor stops to start driving of the brushless motor 1
even when the current value does not reach the target current
value within the threshold time. In addition, if the power
supply apparatus 20 is a storage battery and is deteriorated, or
if wiring resistance of a wiring for connecting the inverter
circuit 13, the brushless motor 1, and the power supply appa-
ratus 20 is high, it is possible to estimate the position at which
the rotor stops to start the driving of the brushless motor 1
even when the current value does not reach the target current
value with the threshold time.

In addition, if the duty ratio is less than 100% when ener-
gizing corresponding to each energization pattern is per-
formed, an energization time is long. Thus, a torque generated
by energizing before each coil reaches magnetic saturation
may be greater than a load of the brushless motor 1. In this
case, it is not possible to detect the position of the rotor even
when energizing corresponding to the energization patterns
#1 to #6 is repeated. However, when energizing is performed
for the threshold time or more in the driving apparatus 2
according to the present embodiment, the position of the rotor
can be estimated according to energizing and the driving of
the brushless motor 1 can be started.

A method of starting driving of the brushless motor 1 after
a rotor stop position is detected or a driving method when the
brushless motor 1 is caused to perform steady rotation is not
limited to the embodiment. In addition, although the case in
which the position of the rotor of the brushless motor 1 is
detected has been described in the present embodiment, a
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control target of the control apparatus 11 is not limited to the
brushless motor 1, and may be an induction motor or a syn-
chronous motor without a commutator.

Although the predetermined embodiments of the present
invention have been described above, the invention is not
limited to these embodiments. Any additions, omissions, sub-
stitutions and other modifications of configurations can be
made without departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion. The invention is not to be considered as being limited by
the foregoing description, and is only limited by the scope of
the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A driving apparatus, which drives a motor by supplying
power from a power supply apparatus to the motor having a
stator around which a plurality of coils are wound and a rotor,
comprising:
an inverter unit, having a switching element provided for
each coil, configured to energize the coil by switching
ON and OFF of the switching element;
an energization pattern determination unit configured to
select from a plurality of energization patterns one by
one, each of which indicates a direction of a current that
flows through the coil, when driving of the motor is
started, and energizing the coil by switching ON and
OFF of the switching element based on a selected ener-
gization pattern at a duty ratio corresponding to a value
of'a maximum current capable of being supplied by the
power supply apparatus only for a time for which the
rotor does not rotate;
a current applied time measurement unit configured to
measure an energization time, which is a time until a
value of the current flowing through the coil reaches a
predetermined target current value for each energization
pattern; and
a rotor stop position estimation unit configured to:
compare a plurality of energization times corresponding
to the plurality of energization patterns, which are
measured by the current applied time measurement
unit,

select an energization pattern corresponding to a small-
est energization time among the plurality of energiza-
tion times, and

estimate that the rotor stops at a position corresponding
to the selected energization pattern corresponding to
the smallest energization time.

2. The driving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
duty ratio is a ratio of the target current value to the maximum
current value of the power supply apparatus.

3. The driving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
target current value is a value of a current that flows when
magnetically saturation is occurred at the coil.
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4. The driving apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
target current value is a value of a current that flows when
magnetically saturation is occurred at the coil.
5. The driving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
energization pattern determination unit designates a position
corresponding to the selected energization pattern as the posi-
tion at which the rotor stops when a time elapsed after ener-
gizing of the coil is started using the selected energization
pattern is equal to or greater than a predetermined time.
6. The driving apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
energization pattern determination unit designates a position
corresponding to the selected energization pattern as the posi-
tion at which the rotor stops when a time elapsed after ener-
gizing of the coil is started using the selected energization
pattern is equal to or greater than a predetermined time.
7. The driving apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the
energization pattern determination unit designates a position
corresponding to the selected energization pattern as the posi-
tion at which the rotor stops when a time elapsed after ener-
gizing of the coil is started using the selected energization
pattern is equal to or greater than a predetermined time.
8. A stop position detection method for use in a driving
apparatus, which drives a motor by supplying power from a
power supply apparatus to the motor having a stator around
which a plurality of coils are wound and a rotor, and has an
inverter unit, having a switching element provided for each
coil, for energizing the coil by switching ON and OFF of the
switching element, comprising:
an energizing step of selecting from a plurality of energi-
zation patterns, each of which indicates a direction of a
current that flows through the coil, one by one when
driving of the motor is started, and energizing the coil by
switching ON and OFF of the switching element based
on a selected energization pattern at a duty ratio corre-
sponding to a value of a maximum current capable of
being supplied by the power supply apparatus only fora
time for which the rotor does not rotate;
a current applied time measurement step of measuring an
energization time, which is a time until a value of the
current flowing through the coil reaches a predetermined
target current value for each energization pattern; and
a rotor stop position estimation step of:
comparing a plurality of energization times correspond-
ing to the plurality of energization patterns, which are
measured in the current applied time measurement
step,

selecting an energization pattern corresponding to a
smallest energization time among the plurality of
energization times, and

estimating that the rotor stops at a position correspond-
ing to the selected energization pattern corresponding
to the smallest energization time.
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